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Introduction by Mary Oliver Commentary by Henry James, Robert Frost, Matthew Arnold, Oliver

Wendell Holmes, and Henry David Thoreau Â  The definitive collection of Emersonâ€™s major

speeches, essays, and poetry, The Essential Writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson chronicles the

lifeâ€™s work of a true â€œAmerican Scholar.â€• As one of the architects of the transcendentalist

movement, Emerson embraced a philosophy that championed the individual, emphasized

independent thought, and prized â€œthe splendid labyrinth of oneâ€™s own perceptions.â€• More

than any writer of his time, he forged a style distinct from his European predecessors and embodied

and defined what it meant to be an American. Matthew Arnold called Emersonâ€™s essays â€œthe

most important work done in prose.â€• Â  INCLUDES A MODERN LIBRARY READING GROUP

GUIDE
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I think it is probably safe to assert that to read Emerson is to be forever indebted to him. His

wording, his clearness of thought, his determination, his warmth... He has all the qualities one could

ask for in a writer, and all one could ask for in a mentor. Nietzsche held Emerson's books the

closest, and said they were above his praise; Borges added "Whitman and Poe have overshadowed

Emerson's glory, as inventors, as founders of cults; line by line, they are inferior to him". James, the

very Whitman, Proust, Frost, have all also praised him sincerely. Judging from other reviews, the

love for Emerson hasn't diminished, more than a century after his passing.For those who are not



familiar with his works, it should be noted that Emerson is, without a doubt, a very unique writer. I

was surprised when I realized that there is more poetry in his philosophy than in most verse books,

yet he is always lucid; and that his poems, although hued by an impressive depth of thought, remain

always passionate. He was renown as a brilliant lecturer, and his essays have all the force and

simplicity of the oral form. Few people are so rich in memorable aphorisms, and one finds a treasure

of a quote in every sentence: "A drop is a small ocean"; "We are not built like a ship to be tossed,

but like a house to stand"; "Whoso be a man, must be a non conformist"; "Punishment is a fruit that

unsuspected ripens within the pleasure which concealed it"...Those looking for a good introduction

to Emerson can't do wrong buying this Modern Library Edition. In fact, those who are familiar with

Emerson but are looking for an inexpensive paperback to carry around probably should pick this

one up too.
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